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interruption in the traffic? which testifies to the skill and
care with which the engineers laid their plans. Nor was it
attended by any untoward incident, though what might
have proved a terrible accident was averted very narrowly
during reconstruction, as was related to me by one of the
engineers. It was Sunday morning, and they were rebuild-
ing the central part of the bridge. Special men had been
stationed at each approach to the bridge, and elaborate
instructions had been drawn up for controlling the passage
of trains by flag-signalling. Sunday was selected for the
most difficult portions of the work, as on that day the
trains were few and far between.
On this Sunday morning the work had advanced so
satisfactorily that the old tubular span had been removed,
and there was a wide gap in the continuity of the ironwork
carrying the metals, showing the murky river swinging
along at a merry pace below.   Everything was ready for
completing  the  new  span,   when  one  of  the  engineers,
happening to glance shorewards, observed a train entering
the bridge and coming along at a brisk speed.   Something
had gone wrong* the flagman had misunderstood instruc-
tions or had given a wrong signal.   The train was speed-
ing to its doom, for there was the yawning gulf.   But the
engineer never lost his presence of mind.    Realising the
situation, he threw down his instruments, and ran along
the track towards the advancing train waving his arms
frantically and yelling like one bereft.   The engine-driver,
unlike the majority of his ilk on an American railway,
concluded that something must be amiss, and applied his
brakes sharply, pulling up a short distance from the brink
of the abyss.    It was a narrow escape; had the engineer
hesitated a minute, disaster swift and sudden would have
overwhelmed that train.
When the new bridge, with its 22,000 tons of steel, was
completed for traffic it was renamed, but as the reconstruc-
tion coincided with the Jubilee of Queen Victoria's reign,
the revision comprised merely the perpetuation of that
auspicious event, and to-day the structure is known as the